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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee CS-088/091, Commercial/Domestic Furniture.

dangers the furniture items introduce in the domestic environment.

Furniture items used in the domestic environment are potentia

| Standard Safety
QHO S6.5:2008, Small

The terms ‘normative’
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FOREWORD

In determining the test criteria for this Standard, Committee CS-088 considered data and
documents from a range of organizations, including the following:

()
(b)

(©)

(d)

(e

()

ANSI/SOHO S6.5-2008, Small Office/Home Office Furniture—Tests.

ASTM F2057-04, Standard Safety Specification for Chests, Door
Dressers.

mass index-for-age.

World Health Organization, WHO Reference 2007 Gro
19 years.

* Norris BMilson JR. The Handbook of Child Measurements and Capabilities-Data for Design Safety.
Institute for Occupational Ergonomics, Department of Manufacturing Engineering and Operations
Management, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham. Department of Trade and Industry,
UK. 1995.

DR09052.doc - 30/06/2009 9:19:11



DRAFT ONLY 5 DRAFT ONLY

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard

Domestic furniture—Freestanding chests of drawers, wardrobes and
bookshelves/bookcases—
Determination of stability

1 SCOPE

freestanding chests of drawers over 500 mm high, freestanding y
high and freestanding bookshelves/bookcases over 600 mm high.
are also specified.

It should be noted that even furniture items passing the
Standard can still tip under certain circumstances.

more doors or one or more shelves, or both, in various configurations.
3.3 Drawer/extendable element full extension length

The full extension length as measured from the fully closed to the fully open position. The
fully open position is that position where the drawer stops or extendible element stops
prevent further extension or, where no stops are fitted, the drawer or extendible element is
no longer supported by the cabinet.
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3.4 Extendible elements

Any drawer, door, shelf or other element that can be extended from the furniture item for
the purpose of storage or for accessing the storage areas.

3.5 Freestanding

Where a furniture item is not attached to any structure or other item.

3.6 Minor fittings

shelves are not regarded as minor fittings.
3.7 Wardrobe

A freestanding furniture item over 500 mm tall, primarily j
hanging clothing. It may also contain one or more drawe
elements, fixed shelves or a combination of the above.

4 TEST METHODOLOGY AND REQUIREMEN

4.1 Laboratory accreditation

The laboratory that performs the test procedures shall be accre
accreditation body that is a signator

dited toXSO/IEC 17025 by an
he International\ Laboratory Accreditation
its scope of

be reported on an endorsed test report, i.g. ( that i e accreditation symbol of
the accreditation body

rect categorization of a furniture item is unclear, appropriate test procedures
specified in both Clauses 5.1 and 5.2 shall be conducted. For example, where a
bookshelf/bookcase contains extendible elements, including doors, it shall also be tested to
the requirements of Clause 5.1.
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5 STABILITY TESTS

CAUTION: CARE IS NEEDED WITH THIS PROCEDURE IN THE CASE OF
TIPPING OR FRACTURE OF THE FURNITURE ITEM DURING TEST. IT IS
ADVISABLE TO PLACE A SUPPORT FRAME IN FRONT OF THE FURNITURE
ITEM TO PREVENT DANGEROUS TIPPING AND TO APPLY THE MASS OR
FORCE BY REMOTE MEANS.

5.1 Test procedures for freestanding chests of drawers and freestanding wardrobe
The procedure shall be as follows:
(a) Inspect the furniture item for any defects evident prior to testing.

(b)  Place the furniture item on a hard, flat, level surface, with the f]
front legs against stops, no higher than 12 mm, to prevent
sliding but not tipping. Castors, if fitted, shall be placed i

(c)  Ensure the furniture item is level and all storage areas are unlpaded.

o-thirds of its full
f the furniture

(d) Open, and leave open, each drawer or extendible e
extension length any doors so that they are perpéndicular to thefront ¢
item.

(e) Determine whether any fracture or tipping occurs according tothe requirements of

Clause 4.3 and inspect for any defects present after testing.

(H
(2)

wing test, any
of the furniture

r any fracture or tipping occurs according to the requirements of
pect for any defects present after testing.

(a) Placethe furniture item on a hard, flat, level surface, with the front of the base or the
front legs against stops, no higher than 12 mm, to prevent the furniture item from
sliding but not tipping. Castors, if fitted, shall be placed in their least stable position.

(b)  Ensure the furniture item is level and all storage areas are unloaded.

(c) Evenly distribute a load of 35 kg per metre of shelf width on the bottom shelf of the
bookshelf/bookcase and close any extendible elements or doors.
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(d) Hang a mass of 29 £0.5 kg (or apply an equivalent force) vertically at the centre of
the width of the bookshelf/bookcase at a point 125 mm out from the front edge of the
most protruding point, whether it be a shelf, or the top of the furniture item.

NOTE: This may be done by clamping a bar of suitable strength to the relevant shelf, or top
and hanging the mass from the bar at the 125 mm distance.

6 LABELS, INSTRUCTIONS AND MARKING

All labels and any relevant instruction sheets supplied with the furniture item shall provide

adequate detail and be unambiguous, legible and written in English.

Furniture items shall show the name, and contact address of the manufacturer or distributor,
the model name/number of the item and the country of manufacture.

of being verified.

Appendix A specifies requirements for warning labels

furniture items to suitable structures.
NOTE: Appendix B provides suitable warning advice for
this Standard.

7 TEST REPORT

(a)
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APPENDIX A
ATTACHMENT DEVICES, WARNING LABELS AND SWING TAGS

(Normative)

Al ATTACHMENT DEVICES

end user.

A2 WARNING LABELS AND SWING TAGS

letters such as that set out in Figure Al
and appear in red at the top of the war

A2.2 Durability test

FIGURE A1 EXAMPLE OF WARNING LABEL
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= 1
AWARNIN g5

(a)

FIGURE A2 EXAMPLE OF WARNING SYMBOLS

A2.3 Attachment of warning labels
A2.3.1 Chests of drawers/wardrobe

0.2 m and 1.5 m above the base of the furniture item.
A2.4 Swing tags

A readily visible stand alone swing tag shall be attached to the outsid¢ of the furniture item
and shall include the following wording in~bold lettering at least 5 mmxhigh and appear in
red: ‘Refer to the warning label for imp : i ion.’
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APPENDIX B
WARNING LABELS FOR NON-COMPLYING FURNITURE ITEMS

(Informative)

for an example of a suitable warning label.

WARNING:

and the purchaser
inimize them.

FIGURE B1

EXAMPLE OF WARNING LABEL FOR NON-COMPLYING
RNITURE ITEMS

*** END OF DRAFT ***
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PREPARATION OF JOINT AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND STANDARDS

Joint Australian/New Zealand Standards are prepared by a consensus process involving
representatives nominated by organizations in both countries drawn from all major interests
associated with the subject. Australian/New Zealand Standards may be derived from
existing industry Standards, from established international Standards and practices/Orumay
be developed within a Standards Australia, Standards New Zealand or joint technrcal
committee.

submit views on the requirements to be included.

The following interests are represented on the commi sponsible for this dra

Australian/ New Zealand Standard:

Australian Postal Corporation

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Australian Industry Group
Australian Retailers Association
Business New Zealand
Department of Commerce, Consumegr Prote n-Division,

Ergonomics Society of Australia

Plastics.and Chemicalsndustpies Association

Plastics New Zealand

DR09052.doc - 30/06/2009 9:19:11



Standards Australia

Standards Australia is an independent company, limited by guaranteg;, which prepares and publish

most of the voluntary technical and commercial standards used in‘Australia. These standards are

Visit our web sites
www.standards.org.au www.standards.co.nz
www.standards.com.au





